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A Strategic Analysis of the Soviet Union's Role during the Nuremberg Trials.
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https://www.theguardian.com/law/2020/dec/18/landmarks-in-law-the-first-trial-where-the-word-genocide-was-spoken


Objectives

Analyze the Soviet Union’s role
during the Nuremburg Tribunals.

Discuss the unfavorable outcome
for the Soviet cause.

Recognize the importance of this
historical event on our lives today. 
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Prepare for a historical journey into the Soviet Union's role in the post-World War II
Nuremberg Tribunals. We'll examine their intentions and contributions to the international
war crime trial system and how their actions led to tensions during the Cold War and
beyond. Get ready for a story of courtroom drama with lasting global impacts!

Page 2 of 27

https://drivethruhistory.com/a-brief-history-of-world-war-ii/
https://medium.com/@arthurtruth0716/joseph-stalin-the-fascist-dictator-who-betrayed-communism-9d2c81b93c49


The goal was reconcilliation and
peaceful coexistance after WWII. 

Created international legal framework.

Military tribunals held to prosecute
major Nazi war criminals.

What were the
Nuremburg Trials?  

photo: vecteezy
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The Nuremberg Trials were a pivotal post-WWII event, seeking justice for top Nazi leaders
responsible for the Holocaust. They aimed to establish a new global standard for justice
and promote a future of peace and harmony.
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https://museums.nuernberg.de/memorium-nuremberg-trials/the-nuremberg-trials/the-international-military-tribunal


Germans wage “War of
annihilation.” 

War on the
Eastern Front

Stalin showcases the
Soviet’s immense losses.  

Soviets capitalized on
sympathy.
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The Soviet Union endured a brutal "war of annihilation" at the hands of Nazi aggression,
resulting in millions of civilian casualties. The Eastern Front was a harrowing testament to
the immense sacrifices of the Soviets, strengthening their moral stance against Nazi
Germany. Stalin was determined to use this to his advantage during the Nuremberg Trials.
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https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/eastern-front
https://www.thoughtco.com/world-war-ii-the-eastern-front-2361463
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The Soviet Union uses Victimhood to:

Implementation
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The Soviet Union played the "we're-all-in-this-together" card, using tales of victimhood to
bond with countries that suffered under Hitler. Stalin was all about drumming up
sympathy through shared struggles and a mutual foe.
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Opening Statement

Cultivate compassion and empathy for Soviets

Intense, Graphic, Detailed, Thourough

“Defendants turned war into a system of
militarized criminals.”

destruction of villages
torture of prisoners of war
massacre of men, women, and children
concentration camps

Soviet Chief Prosecutor

Roman Rudenko

photo: imago images/ITAR-TASS
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Soviet Chief Prosecutor Roman Rudenko skillfully promoted empathy for the Soviet cause.
He passionately depicted the Nazis as turning war into a criminal act, highlighting the
destruction of villages, the suffering of POWs, and the brutality faced by civilians.
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FRANCE

a common voice advocating for
accountability and retribution

IMT
International Military Tribunal

GREAT BRITAIN

UNITED STATES

SOVIET UNION
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Stalin pulled off a masterstroke by painting the Soviets as the underdogs of Nazi nastiness,
bagging some serious moral and political clout during the Nuremberg Trials. With France,
Great Britain, the U.S., and the Soviet Union joining forces like a superhero squad, they
formed the International Military Tribunal (IMT) to dish out some justice and make sure
war criminals got what was coming to them!
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https://origins.osu.edu/milestones/nuremberg-judgment?language_content_entity=en
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Implementation
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with Allies 
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As the IMT banded together like superheroes against a shared foe, the plot thickened with
clashing agendas during the dawn of the Cold War. The Soviet Union spun its yarn of
victimhood, poking at Western moral high ground and flexing its muscles to mold the
trials' legal playground.
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“Crimes Against Peace”

Aron Trainin

His publishings served as basis for the Nuremberg Charter.

He influenced prosecution of Nazi leaders as a conspiracy against peace. 

Contemporary International Law recognizes his contributions today. 
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The Soviets shook things up at the IMT by dropping the legal bombshell of "crimes against
peace." Enter Soviet jurist Aron Trainin, a legal whiz at Nuremberg, who was all about
rallying against the nasty treatment of folks during both the chaos of war and the calm of
peace.
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/dawn-of-a-discipline/aron-trainin/4E3189440173E358BEFC49CAA7E48424
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with Allies 

Control
Tribunals

T.T. Version Nuremberg Trials

The Soviets flexed their influence muscles, showcasing their judicial antics as pure and
righteous, with a flair for political drama and creative spins on international law, all of
which played a starring role in the blockbuster success of the Nuremberg Trials.
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“Victor’s Justice”

fair trial
individual responsiblility
reject defense of                
“just following orders” 
due process of law
perceive innocence
prosecute direct involvment 

Western Allies

condemn “aggressive war”
coerced confesions
tortured interigations 
swift, pre-determined guilty
verdicts 
opportunistic to eliminate
perceived threats 
large-scale purges

Soviet Union

General Lucius C. Clay, Head of the Office of Military
Government, United States (OMGUS), and General Telford
Taylor, head of the Office, Chief of Council for War Crimes

(OCCWC) observe the Case 4 tribunal (WVHA/Concentration
Camp Trial) on April 18, 1947. Image: National Archives.
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The Nuremberg Trials were like a courtroom drama where the Allies played the heroes,
dishing out "victors justice" to Axis leaders without much of a legal script. The West
donned their justice capes, giving Nazis their day in court instead of going full-on revenge
mode. Meanwhile, the Soviets were grumbling about the League of Nations' wimpy
handling of "aggressive war." The Western side stuck to their guns on personal
responsibility, waving away the "just following orders" excuse for war crimes. The Soviets,
however, turned a blind eye to the little guys, skimped on legal rights, flipped the
presumption of innocence upside down, and twisted arms for confessions. Talk about a
courtroom circus!
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https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/american-justice-at-nuremberg-military-tribunals
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Stalin wielded victimhood like a magic wand, using it to dodge blame, dish out
punishments, cook up policies, and spin tales, all while pulling a sneaky vanishing act on
his own misdeeds!
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How did the Soviet Union 
obscure its own wrongdoings?

Show Trials

Propaganda

Testimonies

Selective Justice
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He pulled out all the stops with show trials, testimonies, propaganda, and cherry-picked
justice to sweep Soviet horrors and war crimes under the rug.
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Served as warning.
shock factor 

deterent 

Show Trials 

Moscow Trials

Unethical motives

Predetermined guilty verdicts

Served as warning to the public

Deter speaking of Soviet
wrongdoings
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Stalin turned the Moscow Trials into a dramatic stage show, using media to spotlight
Soviet woes. With verdicts already scripted, these "show trials" were more about giving
the public a scare than serving justice!
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https://issuu.com/edcoireland/docs/case_studies_dictatorship_and_democracy_1920.1945/s/15697820


Testimony 

Eye witness accounts

Documentary film footage

Induce “shock factor” by showing
atrocities and horrors
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The Soviets turned the spotlight on eyewitness testimonies to crank up the drama about
the horrors of Nazi occupation during their show trials. This dramatic flair cleverly steered
eyes away from their own skeletons in the closet.
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https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/zena-styl-jako-jedna-z-mala-prezila-marie-supikova-lidice-dodnes-se-s-tim-vyrovnava-231185
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/nuremberg/NurembergDoctorTrial.html


“Selective
Justice” 

Shielded Soviet forces from
prosecution

Undermined holding criminals
accountable

T.T. Version Nuremberg Trials

Certain folks behind Soviet war crimes managed to slip through the justice net, thanks to
the spotlight being firmly on the Axis powers. This cherry-picking of justice really poked
holes in the idea of making sure all wrongdoers face the music.
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Propaganda 

“The Nazis’ Last Line of Defense”
 "Did you stand for fascism? You did! Do you sit here for

fascism? You do! Now you have to hang for fascism."
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The Soviet Union spun its own tales about the trials, with Stalin pulling the strings to hush
any chatter about Soviet mishaps, all in the name of keeping the war machine against
fascism well-oiled!
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https://www.reddit.com/r/PropagandaPosters/comments/12momz8/the_nuremberg_trials_the_nazis_last_line_of/
https://www.reddit.com/r/PropagandaPosters/comments/14c76yo/the_nuremberg_trials_did_you_stand_for_fascism/
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The Soviet Union spun a tale of being the tough cookie, enduring hardships while waving
the flags of justice and global buddy-buddy-ness!
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Soviet-German Non-

Aggression Pact

Gulag System

Relations with Poland

Molotov-Ribbentrop

Pact

Established Borders

Trade Agreements

Katyn MassacreBerlin Negotiations in

1940

 What was the Soviet Union trying to hide?

“Don’t talk!”
URSS Manifesto, 1941.
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The Soviets whipped up a "do not mention" list for the trial, sweeping under the rug the
Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact of 1939, Ribbentrop's Moscow escapades, 1940's
Berlin chit-chats, trade deals, border shuffles, Soviet land grabs in the Balkans, and their
not-so-cozy ties with Poland.
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https://en.gariwo.net/education/insights/gulag-7836.html


1
2

3
4

5
Gain

Sympathy

The Soviet Union Falls from Grace:

Exposure of the Truth

Position
with Allies 

Control
Tribunals

Hide 
Crimes 

Shape
Narrative

THE TRUTH
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Revealing the Soviet war crimes took a sledgehammer to the Soviet Union's credibility and
rewrote the post-war story. The Katyn massacre is a prime example of how the Soviets
tried to play the victim card while sweeping their own misdeeds under the rug.
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Katyn

Mass execution of Polish military officers, intellectuals, and civilians carried
out by the Soviet secret police (NKVD) in 1940. 

Approximately 22,000 deaths.

German discovery of Katyn mass graves led to accusations of Soviet guilt,
while the Soviets blamed the Germans.

T.T. Version Nuremberg Trials

In Katyn, the Soviet NKVD tragically carried out the execution of thousands of Polish
officers and intellectuals, a fact the Soviet Union staunchly denied for ages, despite
mounting evidence. At first, the blame was pinned on German military groups, while Soviet
leaders sneakily planted fake evidence in burial pits, hoping to throw future detectives off
their scent.
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https://kuryerpolski.us/en/Page/View/katyn-massacre-monument
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Katyn_Massacre


Gulag
System

15-20 million people suffered. 
~1.6 million people died. 

Inhuman work pace.

Extreme climate conditions.

Arbitrarry shootings.

Psychological violence to  
annihilate any sense of will and
self-preservation. 

Hostages chosen by higher class
to blackmail family members of
lower class. 
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Stalin whipped up the infamous Gulag system, a sprawling web of forced labor camps that
snatched up millions from 1930 to 1950. Life in these camps was a grim cocktail of harsh
conditions, abuse, and death, which sowed seeds of corruption and bitterness across the
Soviet Union. As the world caught wind of the Gulags, it shone a spotlight on the Soviets’
double standards—demanding Nazi accountability while sweeping their own skeletons
under the rug, which certainly didn’t do wonders for their moral high ground.
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Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact

Stalin aligns with Hitler in 1939.
Hitler breaks agreement and
attacks Soviet territory. 
Humiliated Stalin hides out from
public announcement for days. 
Soviets claim “self-preservation.”
Operation Barbarossa exposes
Soviet’s deception.
Trust in the Soviet Union’s honor
is destroyed. 

The Primary Downfall to the Soviet Union’s Credibility

“Wonder how long the honeymoon will last?” | 1939
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The Soviet Union's reputation took a nosedive when the truth about its sneaky dealings
with Nazi Germany—the infamous 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact—came to light. This pact
was a "let's be pals" agreement that secretly carved up Eastern Europe like a holiday ham.
Despite the Soviets' straight-faced denial of any hidden agendas, the truth slipped out,
especially after the Nazis pulled a fast one with Operation Barbarossa, a surprise invasion
that tore the pact to shreds and exposed the Soviets' fibs about their Nazi bromance.
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/hitler-stalin-laurence-rees-review-tale-two-tyrants/


Importance

The Soviet Union Portrayed itself as a victim.
Motives reveal a crafted representation as champions for victims of war. 

This false narrative can act as a cautionary tale.

“Under the leadership of Great Stalin — Forward to Communism!”
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The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact's eyebrow-raising saga highlights the crucial need for clarity
in public opinion during pivotal moments in history. Dive into Soviet playbooks, and you'll
find their attempts at playing the victim card, all the while Stalin was committing acts as
grim as those of Hitler’s regime. Shining a light on Soviet double-dealing is like a history
lesson with a megaphone, warning us to stay sharp when making geopolitical moves today.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/05/opinion/global/stalins-long-shadow.html


OBSCURE OWN
TRANSGRESSIONS

MANIPULTAE
THE NARRATIVE

ASSERT MORAL
AUTHORITY

Employed a facade of victimhood in order to:

The Soviet Union’s Post War Strategy and Outcome

Failing to manipulate the public led to:

HISTORICAL
INNACURACY 

TRAUMA
HUMAN RIGHTS

ABUSES
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Powerful players have been spinning the "poor me" tale for ages to hoodwink the public
and sneakily divert attention from their own antics. Take the Soviet Union, for instance—
they were about as transparent as a brick wall when it came to the Nuremberg Trials,
raising eyebrows over how fair and square those verdicts really were. Peeking into these
trials uncovers the Soviet Union's less-than-sparkling deeds, sparking a chain reaction of
human rights hiccups, deep-seated generational woes, and a wonky view of the post-WWII
world stage.
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